
"Leading people to Heaven with chris�an hospitality and fostering Eucharis�c discipleship."
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Pastoral Staff
Pastor:
Father Ryan McCoy
pastor@saintjamescc.com
Spiritual Emergency Phone |228-563-0866
Associate Pastor:
Father Arockia Doss
Priest In Residence:
Father James Smith
Pastorial Associate:
Deacon Richard Henderson
deacon@saintjamescc.com
Deacon:
Rick Conason
rconason@aol.com
Parish Secretary:
Beth Black
office@saintjamescc.com
Finance Manager:
Shannon Holliday
finance@saintjamescc.com
Director of Religious Eduaca�on:
Linda Hebert
lindahebert@saintjamescc.com
Family Life Coordinator:
Mara Russo
FLC@saintjamescc.com
Youth Minister:
Bridge� Bermond
youthminister@saintjamescc.com
Catholic Educa�on
St. James Catholic School
603 West Avenue
Gulfport, MS 39507
228-896-6631
www.stjamesgulfport.com
St. Patrick Catholic High School
18300 St. Patrick Road
Biloxi, MS 39533
228-702-0500
www.stpatrickhighschool.net

h�ps://www.facebook.com/saintjamesgpt

@saintjamescatholicchurch

@SaintJames_CC

Text SJCC to 57838

office@saintjamescc.com

www.saintjamescc.com
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Keep up with our parish happenings and stay updated on news and announcements:

Welcome to Saint James Catholic Church
Whether you're just visi�ng for a brief �me, or looking for a new parish home, returning              

to the prac�ce of your Catholic faith, or interested in finding out more about the                 
Catholic Church, we are happy you're here!

If you are new to the parish, please go to our website and                                                                    
click on the new parishioner link to register.

Registra�on forms can also be found in the back of the church.

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 4:00�� Vigil Mass

Sunday: 9:00��, 11:00�� and 5:30��

Monday: 7:00�� and 8:30��

Tuesday: 7:00�� and 6:00��, 7:00�� XLT

Wednesday: 8:30��

Thursday: 7:00�� and 12:00�� (Noon)

Friday: 7:00�� and 8:30��

PERPETUAL ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT

In the Convent Chapel

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 3:00�� - 4:00�� or by 
appointment

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday:

9:00�� - 4:00��

Wednesday: 9:00�� - 2:30��

Office: 228-896-6059

Fax: 228-896-5498

366 Cowan Rd. | Gulfport, MS 39507

https://www.stjamesgulfport.com
https://www.stpatrickhighschool.net
https://www.facebook.com/saintjamesgpt
https://www.saintjamescc.com
https://www.stpatrickhighschool.net
https://www.saintjamescc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/saintjamesgpt
https://x.com/SaintJames_CC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGUS9wBnErC_qyzycSn4ZsA
https://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/
https://stjamesgulfport.com/
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October 17/18, 2026
First Collec�on:   $7,053
ACH:    $7,406
Online Giving:   $1,893
Second Collec�on:   $989
World Mission Sunday - Propaga�on of Faith.

Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION
This weekend's second collec�on will be for 
Family Life.

Next weekend's second collec�on will be for 
Faith Forma�on.

ACH & Online Giving Contribu�ons
There are two op�ons for ACH Giving - one
dra� to be made on the Monday following the 
first Sunday of the month, or two dra�s to be 
made on the Monday following the first and 
third Sunday of the month. Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

Venmo dona�ons can be made at                       
@St_James_GPT.

2026 Catholic Sharing 
Appeal

Saint James Parish Goal $89,253
Total to Date: $70,183

Please prayerfully consider
making a dona�on.

We extend a warm welcome to our 
new parishioners:

• Paul & Sheila Avery
• Lucille Bova
• Michael & Carmen Bova
• Bill & Shelley Knox and 

children
• Alan & Danielle Lipski

• Jake & Anna Penny
• Winfield & Dianne Sco�
• Bradley & Courtney 

Smith & son
• Edward & Dorothy 

Warner

BAPTISMS
We joyfully welcome 

the newest members of our faith family:

Sara Jean & Sampson, daughter and son of 
Katherine and Sampson Vasquez

Flowers

Sanctuary flowers have been donated by 
the Gillis Family in memory of 

Dylan Gillis.

New Appointment 
Fr. Arockia Doss has been appointed 
Parish Administrator of St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Woolmarket. 
This appointment will be effec�ve 
November 12, 2026.

All Souls Day
The All Souls Novena will be prayed as a series 
of nine Masses beginning on November 2. All 
Souls envelopes can be found on the tables in 
the back of the church.

https://stjamescc.itemorder.com/shop/home/
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To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the parish office.                                               

Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are renewable.

Katherine Adams
Jeanviere Angeron
George Barlow
Helen Bartelsmeyer
Diana Berman
John Boothsby
Asher Bonura
Dave Bosma
Jerry Boudreaux
Susan Bourgeois
Debra Boyd
Hope Broadus
Jamie Bunner
Sarah Buras
Valerie Buras
Lisa K. Burwell
Caroline Carlisle
James Carroll
Bernard Chevalier
Dannie Chevalier
Edward Collins
Rose Mary Collins
Deacon Rick Conason
Ashley Garre� Couture
Dean Cra�

Jean Crawford
Fr. Joseph Dang
Mimi Davis
Valerie Dean
Larry Dedeaux
Linda Diaz
Cynthia Dominguez
LA Drago
Brenda Dubuisson
Anna Dugas
Susan Dunne
Rhe� Eubanks
Kiera Fahey
Duane Friedrich
Candy Frierson
Ada Grace Glass
Ashley Hage
Lore�a Hahn
Jeff Harper
Betsy Harris
Jim Haupt
Melissa Healey
Bryan Hebert
Jessi Hebert
Sgt. Eric J. Heitkamp

Tom Hicks
Ellis Hill
Andrea Holderness
Shannon Holliday
Erik Hosler
Mamie Humphrey
Margie Joffrion
Elizabeth Jones
Fr. Jey Jordan
Jack Kampf
Holly Kersten
Aaron Kiehl
Bill Knesal, Jr.
Roger Labit
Jeff Lawson
James Lay
Danny Lechner
Ann Leslie
Josie Lindsey
Clark Lizana, Jr.
Gayle Rivet Mar�nez
Deborah McAda
Mac McClellan
Tanya McClellan
Dalton McGuire

Karen McCoy
Msgr. John McGrath
Max Millet
Jennifer Morgan
John Mozingo, Jr.
Mary Mozingo
Fr. George Murphy
Angela Murray
Rebecca Napier
Johnny Neuneyer
Lois Ann Necaise
Butch Oustalet
Muriel McCarthy Palazzo
Sandy Rasberry
George Reish
Melissa Robbins
Leo Romano
Ron Roland
Barbara Russo
Carolyn Scheller
Kathy Shankweiler
Ralph Shankweiler
Sheri Glavin Simmons
Allen Smoot
Josh Sniffen

Julia Sterling
Lisa Moran-Stevens
Jennifer Stolarski
Laurie Sumrall
Maureen Sure�e
Gail Todaro
Fr. Doan Tran
Fr. Joseph Trinh
Bob Usey
Donna Valestro
Alyssa Vega
Ferdie Walker
Kim Casano-Ware
Mary Welford
Lynn Welte
Damon Wesfaul
Theresa Whiteside

If you or anyone in your family is ill, at home or in the hospital and would like us to visit, please contact the 
parish office at 228-896-6059. If in the hospital, be sure to notate which hospital and provide a room number.
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The Saint James community wishes to extend our 
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:

May they and all the souls of the faithful departed 
now share in Eternal Glory and may their loved 
ones receive God's consola�on and peace.

Sandra Abbo�, Dianne Cole, 
Lorrie Dolma�n, Don Miller 

and Billy Pacher

Prayer for Protec�on from Storms and Hurricanes

Our Father in Heaven through the intersession of 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us during this 
Hurricane season from all harm. Protect us and our 
homes from all disasters of nature. Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor, hasten to help us. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saturday, October 24
 4:00PM  �Vivian Peterman
Sunday, October 25
 9:00AM  People of Saint James
 11:00AM �Hoshall Barre�
 5:30PM  �Dewayne Buckman
Monday, October 26
 7:00AM  �Voung Hoang
 8:30 AM �Joni Clark McDermo�
Tuesday, October 27
 7:00AM  Communion Service
 6:00PM  Communion Service
Wednesday, October 28
 6:00AM  Communion Service
 8:30AM  Communion Service
Thursday, October 29
 7:00AM  Communion Service
 12:00PM Communion Service
Friday, October 30
 7:00AM  �Igna�us Micele
 8:30AM  �Mary Anne Oberlies
Saturday, Ocotber 31
 4:00PM  �Nicholas Frontz

Deceased - ��Healing - ♥    Special Inten�on - 

October 26 - October 31
Monday, October 26
10:00AM Legion of Mary, Philomena House
6:30PM  Al-Anon, Raphael Room
Tuesday, October 27
9:00AM  H&F Card Game, Philomena House
7:00PM  OCIA, Raphael Room
7:00PM  XLT with Confessions, Church
Wednesday, October 28
5:30PM  Sacramental Prep(FHC), Raphael Room

November 2 - November 8
Monday, November 2
8:30AM  All Souls Mass, Cemetery
10:00AM Legion of Mary, Philomena House
6:30PM  Al-Anon, Raphael Room
Tuesday, November 3
9:00AM  H&F Card Game, Philomena House
7:00PM  OCIA, Raphael Room
7:00PM  XLT with Confessions, Church
Wednesday, November 4
5:30PM  Sacramental Prep(FHC), Raphael Room
Thursday, November 5
8:00AM  Altar Society Mee�ng, Raphael Room
7:00PM  Knights of Columbus Mtg., Raphael Room
7:30PM  Bible Study, Philomena House 

A Prayer for Our Military and
First Responders

Lord, please hold our military and first responders 
in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform. Amen.
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G����� K-5
November Cateche�cal Session
November 4 | 5:45PM-7:15PM

Raphael Room
We will be partnering with Saint J Youth for their cemetery service 
project this weekend. Join us at the Saint James Cemetery at 
4:00PM to help clean up and then stay for Mass at 5:30PM. Bring a 
blanket or lawn chari for si�ng and park at Walmart.

For more informa�on, please contact Linda Hebert at
lindahebert@saintjamescc.com

Edge & LifeTeen 
Saint James Cemetery Service Project

4:00PM - Clean Up the Cemetery
5:30PM - Mass

Details are in our GroupMe.
For more informa�on, please contact Bridge� Bermond at

youthminister@saintjamescc.com

S���� J Y���� G����
G����� 6-12

Sunday 6:30 - 8:00PM

OCIA (Order of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults) classes are 
offered for those interested, bap�zed and unbap�zed, in 
learning about the Catholic Faith and/or those cradle 

Catholics who have never been confirmed.

Classes have begun, but it’s not too late to join!

For more informa�on, contact Deacon Henderson.
228-209-6960

UPCOMING RETREAT SCHEDULE
• LIFT Girls Retreat - November 6-8, 2026
• LIFT Boys Retreat - November 13-15, 2026
• Saint J Retreat - November 20-22, 2026
• SEARCH Retreat - January 8-10, 2027
• SEARCH Retreat - January 29-31, 2027

As a reminder, an overnight retreat is a 
confirma�on requirement.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR ALL RETREATS



A Catholic’s 
Guide to
Halloween

What is Halloween?
The word “Halloween” comes from All Hallow’s Eve. All Hallows Eve is the vigil of All Saints Day–also know
as All Hallows Day. The word “hallow” means “holy.” (In the Our Father we pray, “Hallowed be thy name.”)
All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation, and thus a major feast on the Catholic Church’s liturgical
calendar.

Why celebrate on October 31st?
Pope Gregory III (731-741) transferred the Feast of All Saints from its former day of May 13th to November
1st to coincide with the foundation of a new chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica, which he dedicated to all the
saints in heaven.
Halloween is on October 31st because All Saints Day is November 1st. All Souls Day is on November
2nd. These three days taken together are the “Days of the Dead,” a triduum of feasts called Allhallowtide,
Hallowtide, or Hallowmass (Hallow meaning saint or holy and mas meaning Mass).

Is it true that the Catholic celebration of
Halloween has some pagan roots?
Halloween is a Catholic holiday. It does not have origins in paganism, Samhain, Druidic festivals, the occult,
or Satanism. This common misconception is relatively new anti-Catholic propaganda, with roots going back
to the Protestant Reformation. It has no basis in historical fact. 
Many people see the coincidence of dates between Samhain and All Saints Day and presume a
connection. However, it turns out the date is just that: a coincidence. 

Where did the various Halloween
traditions come from?
English, Irish, and French immigrants brought their variety of local Catholic customs to America. Dressing
up for Halloween comes from the French; Jack-o-Lanterns come from the Irish, who originally carved
turnips; and the English begged from door to door for “Soul Cakes,” promising to pray for the departed
loved ones of those who gave them these treats - this being the origin of trick-or-treating. 
These traditions converged in the big American “melting pot” and eventually became popular nationwide
activities for Halloween.

What can we do if Halloween has been
hijacked?
It is true that Halloween has been badly corrupted and hyper-commercialized, just like Christmas and
Easter. However, just as that should never stop Catholics from fully celebrating the great feasts of the
Church the Catholic way, neither should it stop Catholics from enjoying Halloween as a vigil celebration of
the great feast of All Saints.

Source: www.catholiccompany.com (instagram)
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Open: Tuesdays 9:00AM - 11:45AM,
Food & Financial Assistance

Thursdays: 10:00AM - 11:30AM, Food Assistance ONLY

We challenge each family to bring at least 
one non-perishable item to mass every 
week, and to place it in the "Food Drop 
Box" located in the back of the church.
When you are shopping and select your 
item for the poor, thank God for the ability 
to adequately provide for your own family; 
and pray for those less fortunate.

P�������� E���������� A�������� C�����

“Time spent in prayer is never wasted, however urgent the du�es
that press upon us from every side.”

Adorers Needed!
Monday 10:00 - 11:00AM; 

Tuesday 3:00 - 4:00AM;
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00PM, 7:00 - 8:00PM and

Sunday 3:00 - 4:00PM
Second or Third Adorers are always needed in each hour

for a subs�tute system.

If you can help or subs�tute with any hours, please call Ralph at
228-539-2432 or contact the Parish Office.

Sanctuary Flowers
We are accep�ng dona�ons for sanctuary flowers. If you 
would like to have flowers placed in front of the altar for 
a week in honor of a birthday, anniversary or other 
celebra�on, or in memory of a deceased loved one, 
please contact Linda Har�ield (228-697-3420). 
Dona�ons must be scheduled at least two weeks in 
advance.

The October Pray for a Priest Calendar
is available on our website.

Saint James Perpetual Adora�on Chapel offers enhanced 
adorer scheduling, subs�tute requests and more with this 
user-friendly program!
You can sign in or create your account using this easy QR  
on-boarding code.
Just use your cell phone’s camera app to scan 
the QR Code, then tap the yellow box that 
appears and follow the prompts!

D������� N���

Nativity BVM Cathedral 
All Saint’s Day Celebration

On Sunday, November 1st, Na�vity BVM Cathedral 
will celebrate All Saint’s Day with 

Bishop Louis F. Kihneman III presiding at 
the 11:00AM Mass with a special blessing of 
the relics in the Marian Chapel a�er Mass.

There will also be a special All Souls Concert 
in the Cathedral at 4:00PM.

Join the Knights of Columbus!

www.kofc.org/join                                       www.kofc.org/join

Charity. Unit. Fraternity

www.saintjamescc/kc11541                      www.kofc.org

MEN ON A MISSION
A Catholic brotherhood

Changing the world.
Saint James Council #11541
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Bap�sm

Bap�sm Prepara�on classes are held once a month. The next class 
will be on November 14.

For more informa�on and to register, please contact Mara Russo 
at FLC@saintjamescc.com or 228-896-6059

Marriage
Please note: The Diocese of Biloxi requires that engaged couples 
should begin the Marriage Prepara�on process no fewer than six 
months prior to the an�cipated wedding date. Wedding dates 
CANNOT BE SCHEDULED un�l the engaged couple contacts and 
meets with the Family Life Coordinator.
To begin the process, please contact Mara Russo at 
FLC@saintjamescc.com or 228-896-6059.

Raffle Ticket |$21 each
($1 convenience fee / per �cket)

Drawings for $1,000 
will be held monthly

from October 2026 to May 2027
(Two drawings in December and May) 

All proceeds benefit the St. Patrick Catholic High School's Irish Fund

S����� N���

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 1 
2:00PM - 4:00PM
Register at this QR Code

Fall Alumni Social
Thursday, November 5
5:30PM - 6:30PM
Register at this QR Code
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GULFPORT
4500 W. Railroad Street

(228) 863-8836

https://www.rickobeyyachtsales.com/
https://www.gcofs.com/
https://exceedtherapy.com/gulfport/
https://bananasminigolf.com/
https://www.bradfordokeefe.com/
https://www.coastal-hearing.com/%08
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Board cer�fied by the American board of 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
Phone: (228) 822-2663

Fax: (228) 604-2255
Hand & Shoulder, Foot & Ankle                       

Sports Medicine
1639 East Pass Road
Gulfport, MS 39507

https://acedatastorage.com/
https://www.thriffileyorthopedics.com/

