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01-11-26 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

From EWTN: “Baptism didn't begin with John the Baptist. It was originally a Jewish
rite, which symbolized a washing from unrighteousness through the renunciation of
sin. It was used until John's day for the cleansing of Gentiles who were converting to
Judaism. John's baptism was revolutionary, in that he offered it to Jews -- meaning
that they, no less than the Gentiles, needed to be cleansed of their sins. They were no
better than the Gentiles in conforming their lives to the will of God. And this was a
preparation for the teaching of Christ, that all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike, needs
to come to Him for cleansing.” Our Lord’sBaptism was a great river of repentance,
which flows over us when we are baptized. His repentance becomes our repentance,

as we allow ourselves to be immersed in it. Then the Spirit of God descends on us, as
He did on Christ.



